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“Slanted #3”  by Ida Kohlmeyer
SE Corner of 10th Street & Broadway

Ida Rittenberg was born to Joseph and Rebecca 
Rittenberg in 1912. Her parents were Polish immigrants 
who established a pawnshop business in New Orleans, 
where Ida was born and raised. It was here that Ida 
studied English Literature at Tulane University and 
received her B.A. in 1933. Her interest in literature 
transformed  into a fascination for the Latin American 
arts after she met and married her husband Hugh 
Kohlmeyer in 1934. Her growing desire to paint led Ida 
to attend the John McCrady Art School in 1947 and 
later take classes at Tulane’s Newcomb College as a 
special student under the direction of Pat Trevigno. She 
graduated from Newcomb College and received her 
M.F.A. in 1956. She went on to attend summer classes in 
Massachusetts where she was instructed by the great 
Hans Hoffman and was highly influenced by Abstract  
Expressionism.  In 1959 she held her first solo exhibition 
at the Ruth White Gallery in New York. In 1966 Kohlmeyer 
was commissioned by the Peace Corps to make a 
painting as a gift for a retired Sergeant Shriver. She was 
also appointed the associate professor of art at the 
University of New Orleans in 1973, and in 1982 she was 
acclaimed as an honorary life member of National 
Women’s Caucus for Art. As a painter and sculptor 
Kohlmeyer was well known and represented on both 
the west and east coasts. She died on January 29, 1997 
at the age of eighty-five.







































Entertain, Educate, Engage ... Share!

Based on the Artbeat Mission to entertain, educate and   
engage, we decided an Artbeat Coloring Book would be 
a perfect addition to the 2016 festivities.  Although, the 
first audience we thought of as we developed this project 
was children, now coloring books have become quite a 
passion among the adult community.  Perhaps the age 
level is “for the young and young at heart.”

We hope many will post their finished coloring sheets to 
our Facebook page Artbeat of Columbus and our website 
artbeatcolumbus.org.  It will be fun to see the creative  
interpretations of these pieces of the Artbeat Walk. You can 
also print additional copies of each page from our website.

Special thanks go to the Columbus State University Art  
Department led by the graphic design teacher, Chuck 
Lawson and the graphic design class. They did a splendid 
job of creating the first Artbeat Coloring Book.

Helen Johnson Rick McKnight 
Chairman, The Artbeat Fund Chairman, Artbeat 2016






